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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
1.1 The Irish Cultural Centre (ICC) in Hammersmith Broadway has 

requested £80,000 of funding as a contribution to help fund a £125k 
refurbishment programme to improve arts/culture and community 
space in Hammersmith town centre.  

 
1.2 Officers have identified that such a request can be met by way of 

allocation of S.106 funding. The bid has been assessed and 
recommended for approval by the S106 Officer Board and agreed in 
principle by the Cabinet Members for the Economy, and Finance and 
Commercial Services. 
 

1.3 This report seeks approval for the Council to enter into a formal 
community grant agreement which sets out the terms of the grant and 
obligations on the Irish Centre regarding wider community benefits. 
 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

2.1 That the Cabinet Member for the Economy agree the drawdown of 
£80,000 of Section 106 funds (from the “Kings Mall car park” 
agreement, reference AKA 776) to contribute to the refurbishment 
programme to improve arts/culture and community space at the Irish 
Cultural Centre, Hammersmith subject to the terms set out in 
paragraph 3.3 of this report.  

 
2.2  That the Cabinet Member for the Economy authorise the Council to 

enter into a community grant agreement with the Irish Cultural Centre 
in accordance with the terms set out in paragraph 3.3 of this report. 

  
3.  BACKGROUND 
 
3.1  The ICC is seeking funds to help complete the fit out at the Irish 

Cultural Centre. The work includes improvements to the foyer, main 
hall, lighting, plus conference facilities to create a conference, training 
and performance venue in the heart of Hammersmith. The aim is to 
increase the workability and flexibility of the space as a theatre venue, 
gallery space and improve the catering facilities at the centre.  

 
3.2  The Bid was considered by the S106 Officer Board and recommended 

for approval to the Cabinet Members for the Economy, and Finance 
and Commercial Services, who agreed it in principle.  Before the funds 
can be released, and in compliance with Financial Regulations, the ICC 
is required to enter into a community use and grant agreement.  This is 
to ensure the funds received through the s106 agreements as part of 
planning applications are used appropriately and in accordance with 
the terms of the legal agreements controlling those funds.   

 
3.3  Officers have met and discussed the terms of the agreement with 

representatives of the ICC and the following terms are proposed: 



 

 The Irish Cultural Centre to provide a minimum of 250 hours per 
annum subsidised space at 40% discount of published hire 
rates, to be made available for any not- for- profit community 
organisation within the borough in receipt of a grant from the 
Council. It would be on a first come first served basis and both 
the Council and ICC would promote the discounted space to 
local community groups.    
   

 The 40% discount to be available for a period of 5 years and 
represent an average of 20 hours per month. 

 

 The ICC to provide an annual statement to the Council of groups 
who have benefitted from the 250 hours of subsidised space for 
that each year.    

 

 The ICC to provide a 20% discount on published hire rates to 
Council services for a period of 5 years. This will start when 
there has been a 30% increase in Council room hire bookings 
so there is no negative impact if room hire levels remain the 
same as current bookings.  

 
 Arrangements for ensuring the s106 money is spent on the 

works intended and for the recovery of the grant funding if the 
ICC breach any part of the agreement. 
 

3.4 The Council funds around 100 third sector groups each year and 
publishes the current list of supported groups on its website.  Many 
of these groups have previously benefitted from affordable rental 
space at the Town Hall. The provision of subsidised space at the 
ICC, facilitated through the use of s106 funds, will help offset the 
impact of the loss of this space to local groups during the Town Hall 
refurbishment works. Qualifying groups will be required to show 
proof of grant at the time of booking. Once the 250 hours has been 
used up, the groups would revert back to the published rates for the 
remainder of the 12-month period.    

 
4.       LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
4.1 The recommendations to this report are seeking approval both for 

expenditure of S.106 funds and for the Council entering into a grant 
agreement with the Irish Cultural Centre.  
 

4.2 The making of grants is not covered by Contract Standing Orders, 
despite the recommendations that a written grant agreement is used. 
This is on the basis that a grant is not technically a contract (for 
goods/works/services) but a conditional gift, such that failure to deliver 
on the grant conditions does not entitle the Council to claim damages, 
only the return of the grant already paid. However, paragraph 6.3 of 
Financial Regulations does require the use of a written grant 



agreement, irrespective of the source of funds, and the inclusion of 
various provisions in such an agreement.  
 

4.3 Financial Regulations refers to decisions on grants being made by 
Members, and accordingly, as the value of the grant is less than 
£100,000, the Cabinet Member is regarded as the appropriate 
decision-maker.   
 

4.4 Legal Services are already advising on the terms of the written grant 
agreement and so this should be concluded, and payment of the grant 
made, as soon as the Cabinet Member approval is obtained and call-in 
has expired.  
 

4.5 Planning Implications completed by Adesuwa Omoregie, Chief Solicitor 
(Planning and Highways and Legal and Democratic Services) 
Adesuwa.omoregie@lbhf.gov.uk. Non-planning Implications completed 
by: Deborah Down, senior associate and secondee from Sharpe 
Pritchard LLP, external solicitors advising the Council 
ddown@sharpepritchard.co.uk  
 

5. The funds for the grant agreement are coming from the Kings Mall 
S106. The Kings Mall Section 106 agreement permits the funds to be 
used as proposed.  
 

6. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
6.1 Finance officers have reviewed the terms and conditions and reporting 

requirements within the grant agreement and are satisfied that the 
agreement includes a requirement for the ICC to provide evidence of 
works undertaken and a provision for clawback to protect the Council’s 
investment. 

 
6.2 The costs of £80,000 will be funded from the balances available for the 

Section 106 agreement for “Kings Mall Car Park” (reference: AKA 776). 
Planning Obligations officers have confirmed that there is available 
funding from this agreement and the proposed use of these funds has 
been approved by the Section 106 Board and the Cabinet Member for 
the Economy.  

 
6.3 As part of entering into this agreement, a credit report was requested 

for ICC. The report has indicated a very low risk credit rating of 76 and 
the suggested contract limit of £225,000 and turnover of £518,000 
should be more than sufficient for the value of the proposed grant.  

 
Finance Implications completed by: Daniel Rochford, Head of Finance 
Tel :0208 753 4023, email: danny.rochford@lbhf.gov.uk  
 
Finance implications verified by: Emily Hill, Assistant Director, Finance, 
tel. 020 8753 3145.  
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7. BACKGROUND PAPERS USED IN PREPARING THIS REPORT 
 

None 


